
The Signs of Safety Harm Analysis Matrix (v1.1) 
The harm matrix is a tool introduced to… 

• Helps both workers and referrers to think through the harm 

• Enables professionals to move beyond harm causing behaviour (whether by adults of young people themselves) and explicitly analyse impact on the child 

• Is especially useful in cases of long-term chronic/cumulative harm 

• Careful and detailed analysis of the past harm is the foundation for creating clear, behaviourally specific danger statements 

• The matrix can be used to record information and to create questions for the intake conversation 
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